Parliamentary Government in England
Indeed, as he frames the issue, it is misconceived as an
attack upon the functioning of the Cabinet The latter,
by ils nature, can deal with problems only when they
have emerged at that level where they become politically
significant. A body of politicians is not an organization
of specialists following the drift of research; it must use
the results of research as these become apparent in the
problems with which it has to deal. Its ability, moreover,
to use those results is necessarily conditioned by the
values it attaches to them. In a complex community like
ours there is little universal agreement upon these
values. One group in the community may feel strongly,
with much medical evidence behind them, that the re-
form of the abortion laws is an urgent matter; another
may insist that the abolition of the Means Test for the
unemployed brooks no delay; a third may insist that the
problems of electric power are not soluble save as the
industry is nationalized. But each of these views en-
counters objections from interests which no Government
can neglect, interests, indeed, with the outlook of which
it is so closely articulated as to make impossible the
retention of its supporters if it accepts the insistence of
the particular group concerned. From the naturfe of
parliamentary democracy the point, normally, at which a
Government must deal with a problem is the point where
a significant element of the electorate expects it to be
dealt with. At that point only does it begin to possess
political significance.
Criticisms of this kind forget that a Cabinet is not,
like a committee of the Royal Society, engaged in the
pursuit of knowledge whatever may be the results of its
discovery, It has to deal with knowledge the fruits of
which are deemed £o be of instant political significance.
It is fiur, for example, to ask a Cabinet which, like that
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